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Dear Parents/Carers  

RAPS has begun this academic year with a flying start. The first week for us is very 

much about setting-up routines and then year groups spend the week focusing on 

personal development. Our English, Maths and Topic curriculums are now in full swing 

and there is already some fantastic evidence of children’s learning, both in their books 

and up on the walls in the classrooms. Hopefully you all managed to attend the parent 

information meetings over the past few weeks, but if you didn’t, the class teacher 

would have posted the presentation on the class blog page, along with the learning for 

the Term. We have parents’ meetings week beginning 17th October, so look out for the 

links for booking face-to-face meetings on MCAS soon. 

Pupil voice and joint participation of the running RAPS is key to a happy and successful 

school. Our Junior Leadership Team have now been elected and through talking to 

these children, they are clearly proud of their new positions and role within our school. 

Also, over the next couple of weeks, the children will be giving speeches and will 

subsequently vote for our Year 6 Young Leaders, who will represent the school at 

various different events. Sports Buddy and Playground Mentor applications should be 

now in and prospective candidates will be interviewed over the coming weeks. 

Reading Ambassadors and our Eco Warriors will also be elected and announced soon.   

The RAPS Parent Council are also incredibly important. In the past few years, they have 

raised money for numerous different projects for the school: the Reception garden; 

the playground planters and activity trail, as well as our small farm and growing area 

on the field. I know they will be keen to get going again, with coffee mornings and 

fund-raising activities, so be sure to keep an eye on our FaceBook pages and MCAS 

notifications for any future Parent Council meetings and activities as they are always 

keen to recruit more members. This year the school is keen to get a Yurt on the field to 

provide both an additional space for drama, outdoor learning and quite space for 

lunchtimes. If there are any carpenters or electricians out there who could help make a 

wooden base for it, that would be greatly appreciated! Please get in touch.  

Reflecting our busy start to the year, our Year 5 and 6 children went on a Ramsgate 

litter-pick with the Mayor of Ramsgate and our KS2 children have had an opportunity 

to have workshops with the Assistant director of ‘The Ultimate Pickle’, which they saw 

today in the Roundabout mobile theatre, currently at Newington Green this week. Year 

1 parents have already been in to school for their ‘Art to Start’ and Mr Brown and Mrs 

Smith have revived our Termly Art competition (details found below) which I really 

can’t wait to see around our school.  

 

 

 

 

Dates for 

your diary 

Every Monday – 

2.40-3.00 - Year 1 

Parent Reading 

Every Thursday 

2.40-3.00 - Year 2 

Parent Reading  

Monday 17th 

October -12.30-1.00-

Parent Reading for 

KS2- (see class 

blogs for more 

details) 

7th October – 

School choir starts  

14th October –

Thanet Tree plant 

and Diversity Day 

Week beginning 

17th October – 

Parent/teacher 

meetings 

19th October –Yr 4 

The Bookshow 

Jessica Souhami 

21st October –Last 

day of Term 1 

31st October-INSET 

Day 

1st November –

Children back to 

school 
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Exciting projects again are planned, such as the Big Draw and again the Take One Picture Project at the National 

Gallery. Workshops with the Afro Bhangra fusion group, Eco projects with Thanet’s Tree planting Team, 

collaborations with Porchlight the homeless charity, ‘The Bookshow’ with author Jessica Souhami and a new 

education program ‘Banned’ run by Sabina Desir and the Turner Contemporary are all events to look forward to. 

Regency Performing Arts and our Arts Team carry on enhancing the Arts curriculum, and we continue to offer a 

variety of music lessons at RAPS at a reduced cost, as well as working with Rock Steady (who now have Ten 

bands!). We are hoping to get a Key Stage 1 Drama Club up and running again too.  

As you can tell, we already have a lot planned. As always, we will endeavour to keep you posted about 

everything that is happening in school through our newsletters, class blogs, website, texts, emails and the MCAS 

app.  

Enjoy the rest of the term ahead! 

Mr Budge  
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 RAPS Termly Art Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An important message 

One thing that I love about RAPS is that as a school, we are very open to our parent community, literally, as at the 
beginning and end of the school day our parents have been more than welcome in the school building. As RAPS 
has grown in numbers, the footfall at the beginning and end of the day has certainly increased, and it is becoming 
more and more difficult to monitor who is in the building and if everyone has left. 
With this in mind, we have had to review our morning routines, and for our KS2 community as of the 1st November 
the children will enter the school building alone and will not be accompanied upstairs by parents. Between 8.15 
and 8.30, staff will be allocated at each door so that messages can be passed onto the class teachers if needed. 
 
Thank you for understanding in advance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Community News  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


