
2nd November 1605

Dear Guido,

I trust you are well and have the plans in place 
before we light up the skies of London for a night to 
remember.

We have all been busy ensuring that the rent for 
the cellars has been paid so you can put the next 
phase into action. As discussed, the basement is 
located directly underneath the House of Lords (the 
gunpowder is in place in the 36 kegs you prepared 
with your military expertise).

Dissatisfaction amongst the Catholics against the 
rule of King James I is making this Gunpowder Plot 
increasingly important.

Your role, Guido, is to be ready to activate the 
gunpowder at the date and time agreed. Remember 
– we are doing this for the greater good of our 
country!
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Questions
1.	 What is Guido’s role? 

�

�

2.	 Find the word that means the same as ‘found in a 

certain place’. Tick one. 

   located 

   activate 

   phase

3.	 Predict what would happen if someone other than 

Guido read this letter. 

�

�

4.	 Why do you think that the time and date of the 

plan are not included in the letter?

�

�
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Disclaimer: Sensitive and/or upsetting topics may emotionally impact your learners due 
to past experiences. You should consider whether this content is appropriate and ensure 
adequate support is available for anyone affected.
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Answers
1.	 What is Guido’s role? 

Guido’s role is to activate the gunpowder at the 
time and date agreed.

2.	 Find the word that means the same as ‘found in a 
certain place’. Tick one. 

   located 
   activate 
   phase

3.	 Predict what would happen if someone other than 
Guido read this letter. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: If someone other 
than Guido read this letter, their plan would be 
discovered and stopped.

4.	 Why do you think that the time and date of the 
plan are not included in the letter? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the date 
and time are not included just in case anyone 
were to find the letter and try to stop the planned 
attack happening.
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