
Games to improve attention 
and listening skills 



Before and After Simon Says 



Listen and Repeat 

A range of words can be told to the child . Ask the child to repeat what they have heard. For 
lists of words see:



I Went to the Supermarket and I 
Bought Activities and Variations
• Take turns to adding one item each time to the list. Each 

turn repeat the list and add one more item. You can use 
visual pictures to help to start with. Make up your own topic 
for you list, make the list as silly as you want! 

• I went on holiday and I took………

• I went to the beach and I saw ……….

• I went on a picnic and we ate ………..

• I went to the zoo and I saw …………..



Listening Stories 

These stories support 
listening skills. Give 
each student a word 
to listen for in the 
story. When they hear 
that word ask the 
student to put their 
hand up / jump up / 
stand up etc. Some 
ideas are: 



The Farm Words to listen out for 



Space Story Words to listen out for 



What’s In The Box?
Hide objects in a box and describe the item. The child have 
to guess what the object is. This again supports listening and 
attention skills as well as introducing auditory comprehension.



What am I?

Read out the clue, can you name the food? 



Top 5 

Take it in turns to name your top 5



Preposition Hunt 
How many gold coins can you find? 



Dice and Movement Games 

These games also intend to 
support listening, attention 
and taking turns. Assign each 
number of the dice to a 
different movement e.g. 
number 1 can be shake your 
arms, 2 can be spin around 
etc. Take turns to roll the 
dice and make the movement



Find The Sound

Find the Sound supports listening skills. 
Ask the group to close their eyes. Hide 
a noisy object somewhere in the room 
e.g. under the table and tell the group 
to listen carefully. After they have 
heard the sound, the group members 
can open their eyes. Ask them to guess 
where the object is by pointing or 
saying the place. To make this harder 
you can hide two or more objects at 
the same time.



Go on a Listening Walk
A listening walk supports the group to listen to the sounds around 
them. This can be on a listening walk around the school or sitting in the 
classroom/ playground for 5 minutes to see what they can hear. Tick 
sheets can also be used:



Barrier Games 

Barrier games are a fun way to develop children’s speaking and listening skills. They can also

be used to explore prepositions and positional language.

These barrier games are designed for two players. Each player has a background scene and a

set of picture cards. The two players sit opposite each other. A barrier is then placed between

the two children (such as a book) so they are unable to see the other child’s picture.

1. Player A puts a picture card on the background scene and then gives verbal instructions to

player B, for example: Put the sun in the middle of the sky.

2. Player B listens, and then responds to the instruction by putting their matching card in the

position described to them on their background scene.

3. Steps 1-2 are then repeated until both players have put all their picture cards on the

background scene.

4. At the end of the game the barrier is removed and children compare their pictures. The

children can then discuss why their pictures do or don’t look the same.

The players could then swap roles and play the game again.



The Beach Barrier Game (board 1) 



The Beach Barrier Game (board 2) 



The Dinosaur Barrier Game (board 1) 



The Dinosaur Barrier Game (board 2) 


