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On 11th April 1970, nearly a year after the first man landed on the moon, 3 more men went up into space. There names were James Lovell, Fred Swigert and John Haise. They were on a mission to land on the moon. 

They blasted off into space and at first everything seemed fine. But then an oxygen tank exploded and damaged the space rocket! The mission was aborted and the men were told to head back to Earth. They had to save energy to make sure they could get home so there was no heating or lighting. Because of the damage caused by the explosion, they couldn’t be sure whether or not the rocket would make it back through the Earth’s atmosphere. The men were very nervous. Lots of people back on Earth were also very worried about whether or not they would return, especially when re-entry took longer than expected. But then a parachute appeared in the sky and there was a huge celebration as the 
command module splashed down into the Pacific Ocean!
Navy helicopters rescued the astronauts from the sea and took them back to safety. They had been in space for nearly 7 days.


When asked about the mission James Lovell said, “ I’m so relieved to have made it home, but at the same time I am devastated that we didn’t get to the moon. I hope I get to go again some time in the future.”
The mission has been nicknamed the successful failure, because even though the astronauts didn’t get to walk on the moon, they made it back alive.

Amazing Astronauts Home Safe and Sound








